RUG-01-2004 23:37 EXXONMOBIL LAW TECH 281 834 0571 

USSN: 09/896,990 f 
Atty. Docket No,; 2001B053 
Amendment dated August 2, 2004 
Reply to Office Action of June 2, 2004 



REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 
Further consideration of the subject application in light of the remarks which follow and 
consistent with 37 C.F.R. 1.111 is hereby respectfully requested. Claims 15-33 are pending, 
wherein claims 19-24 and 28 are objected to under 37 C.F.R, § 1.75(c), claims 29-30 and 19-24 
are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 112, second paragraph, and claims 15-31 are subject to a rejection 
under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a). 

RESPONSE TO OBJECTIONS UNDER 37 CFJL S U5(c) 
Claims 19-24 are objected to as being of improper dependent form for failing to further 
limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant has amended the dependency into the 
proper form. Applicant respectfully requests the Examiner withdraw the objection to claims 19- 
24. 

Claim 28 is objected to as being of improper dependent form for failing to further limit 
the subject matter of a previous claim. Accordingly, Applicant has cancelled claim 28. 
Applicant respectfully requests the Examiner withdraw the objection to claim 28. 

RESPONSE TO REJECTION UNDER 35 ILS-C S 112 
Claims 29-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12, second paragraph for failing to comply 
with the written description requirement. Examiner takes the position that the endpoint of the 
recited range for the thickness of the second skin layer of 1.5-3,5 ^m is not supported by the 
application as originally filed. Applicants respectfully disagree. Applicants have amended these 
claims and added claim 34 to reflect the recitation of the thickness' stated in the specification. 
Applicants submit that support in the specification, as filed, for this amendment may be found at 
page 7, line 3 1 to page 8, line 1 . Applicant has added claim 35, which recites a range within the 
range provided in the specification. Therefore, Applicants respectfully request the rejection to 
claims 29-30 be withdrawn. 

Claims 19-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 1 12 ? second paragraph as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. Applicants believe this rejection i$ based on the same reasoning as the 
above objection to claims 19-24. Applicants have amended the claims to comply with the 
objection and believe these amendments render the rejection to claims 19-24 moot, without 
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prejudice. Applicants therefore kindly request the rejection to claims 19-24 be withdrawn. 
Applicants kindly request a further explanation of the rejection to claims 19-24 under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 112, should the amendments based on the objection do not satisfy this rejection. 

RESPONSE TO REJECTION UNDER 35 U.S.C S 103 fa) 
Examiner rejected the pending claims 15-31 as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 
5,753,363 ("Bader") in view of U.S. Patent 6,106,933 ("Nagai"). Applicant does not believe this 
rejection is pertinent and respectfully reserves the right to traverse this rejection on the merits at 
a later time, if necessary. Notwithstanding, Applicant respectfully submits that Bader is not a 
proper reference against the claimed invention. Under section 103(c), the Bader patent, filed 
March 15, 1996 and issued May 19, 1998, is disqualified as a section 102(e) prior art reference. 
This is because at the time the claimed invention was made, the Bader subject matter and the 
claimed invention were owned by the same corporation or subject to assignment to the same 
corporation, namely the Mobil Oil Corporation. Subsequent to the filing of the Bader reference, 
Mobil Oil Corporation changed its name to ExxonMobil Oil Corporation. The instant 
application has also been assigned to ExxonMobil Oil Corporation. As such, it is submitted that 
the Bader reference and the claimed invention are commonly owned. Please find transmitted 
herewith a copy of the document evidencing the name change from "Mobil Oil Corporation** to 
"ExxonMobil Oil Corporation" and a copy of the assignment, which assigns the claimed 
invention to ExxonMobil Oil Corporation. 

Accordingly, it is respectfully submitted that the claims are in condition for allowance 
and favorable action thereon is requested. 



Respectfully submitted, 



Date: August 2, 2004 




Registration No, 48,772 

Post Office Address (to which correspondence is to be sent) 

ExxonMobil Chemical Company 

Law Technology 

P.O. Box 2149 

Baytoivn, Texas 77522-2149 

Telephone No. (281) $34-2438 

Facsimile No. (28 1) 834-2495 
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State of New York } 
Department of State } 



ss: 



I hereby certify that the annexed copy has been compared with the original document in the custody oftlie 
Secretary o/Siaie and that the same is a true copy of said original. 

Witness my hand and seal oj The Department of State on J|J|^ £g 2QQ| 




v*>r * 13 -* 

• 



DOS- 126(5 (7 /DO) 




Special Deputy Secretary of Stale 
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5184334741 06/01 »01 08: W no.AIO 03/05 "' '" 

06/Qi -orwco* N0.135 oe/04 

, CToi-ofioiooo \%1 . 



2 'r ■ 



CffRXCFICAIX of mwfiPOiuTior*' - 
OF 

MOBIL OIL CORPORATION 



4$ 



Cinder Seoloa B05 of che ©oslnwa C^j^m^fl 
* -< Puhwaft to tbe of Bictioo 805 of Bu&rif Cocrc^o tfc , , 

POST: • Tliffl.^u^*^ 
that nldTcorix3ririoii wiai^poAed unWdi* ttHma*5tarfard OU-CompWof : 

SECOND; *Ttotfw;CortflW©<rfli^ ' 



(0 Artidal* of the Ccrtfj&oau rfh&orpQn&cn, relating to th« Corporate ' 
name, fa hereby am&c&ifc readw fellow* 

'1st Tha c gt p& rui p of gud Company sfaqll bc» 
BccoilMo&U'OU COfFOntfOT'V 

(h) ' Article 7 th of C«rttfXcac« of fDcorporttcion, r*iicinB to th* 
olflc« cb^ corpvtaclpn ia >*reby ioum^a td 'r**ij « follow 

Tb* office of tli*" corporation within the 5t*t« of H«w Tort la to 
be loj&tfted In the Coanty of Alb»ny. Tb* Company ' thall h«v* offlc«o *ff euctl 
other places &B thfi. Board' pf Directors' ray ftota cla« to. tine determlti*. * 



i 
i 



( 
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• FOURTH: That fl*™^ to tUCwtifioue of Inc^mton ■ 

, IN WITNESS WHEREOF; tMi to tj^.^rf tfu» ZJai t>*y 

ofMiy.2001. ' ".: 




STATE OFTBXAS . . ) 
COUNTY OP DALLAS ) ' 

MOBnyO^CORPORATlON, the corpomba'ro^ bL^'fctsgotog 
jQBtrMcurirt', thgt h* has 1 read lickf £fn#d the 9sin* »jad "that tfce sutfmeats oootfllf^".th«rvii- 




SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO befor* mc the tindcrvbaed luthbrity, ton thJi 
the #M <Uv <jf May, 2QOL 



[SEAL] 




'ARY^LIC, STATE 




as 



12 



*> esc 



OS/DTQi 08:19 



,1 



■:| 



i m 
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